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BOLTON FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION GUIDANCE:

YOUNG WITNESS SUPPORT SCHEME

“In search for truth about disputed facts children can provide important, sometimes absolutely crucial evidence.  Speaking generally the stress suffered by them is likely to be greater than it is for adults, particularly if the children are to give in evidence incidents which have frightened or embarrassed them.”
Rt Hon Lord Justice Judge

Chair, Criminal Committee of the Judicial Studies Board

In 1993 the Lord Chancellor’s Department and the Department of Health launched The Child Witness Pack, a collection of materials for use with young witnesses.  In 1998 the material was revised and renamed The Young Witness Pack.
The Local Safeguarding Children’s Board introduced a scheme to ensure that children and young people giving evidence in criminal courts in Bolton receive appropriate support, i.e. support that does not contaminate and affect the outcome of any criminal proceedings.

The Young Witness Support Scheme consists of a group of professionals from the various agencies that make up the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board.  All the workers have police clearance and are experienced in work with children.  Having completed the Young Witness Supporter Training Programme workers are supported and supervised to ensure their development.  Regular workshops are held to support workers and inform practice.  The scheme is managed by a Co-ordinator based in the Social Care, Family Support, Senior Practitioners Team.

Referrals to the scheme are made by the Police, at the point of investigation, by the Criminal Prosecution Service, by the Witness Care Unit, by Solicitors, parents and, in some instances, other professionals who are aware that a child or young person is to give evidence in criminal proceedings.

The child or young person may have witnessed an offence or be the victim of an offence.

Role of Support Worker:

· offers the child a nationally approved programme of work

· works with the child’s main support, usually a parent or member of the family

· arranges a familiarisation visit to the court

· in exceptional circumstances can support the child or young person through the criminal trial

When the criminal case is concluded the Supporter:

· ensures that the outcome of the case is known to the child or young person and answers any questions that may arise from that

· gives advice regarding criminal compensation where appropriate

· identifies whether there are any unmet needs in regard to therapy or counselling for the child and family and gives advice on and supports a referral to the appropriate resource

The scheme continues to be monitored and evaluated, new research will inform the development of the scheme and the training of workers.
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