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BOLTON CHILD CONCERN GUIDANCE

PRIVATE FOSTERING INFORMATION FOR PROFESSIONALS

1.
INTRODUCTION

The Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 2005 has reinforced the requirements, laid down in the Children Act 1989 for people who are privately fostering to notify the local authority.  The Victoria Climbie Inquiry highlighted concerns about these arrangements and subsequent guidance has emphasised the duty of the local authority to safeguard children in these circumstances.

2.
PRIVATE FOSTERING 

Private fostering is when a parent makes, or is in the process of making, private care arrangements for their child to live away from home with someone who is not:-
· A parent

· Someone with parental responsibility

· A relative
and the child is:

· Under 16 years of age;

· Or, if disabled, under 18 years of age;

and the arrangement lasts more than 28 days in total (not necessarily consecutive).

A relative means a grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt (whether by full blood or by affinity) or a step parent.

“Affinity” refers to the relationship resulting from marriage between husband and blood relations of the wife, and also between the wife and blood relations of the husband.

For a definition of disabled for the purposes of the Children Act 1989, Part 111 see S.17 (11).  For further guidance on private fostering or disabled children, see The Children Act 1989, Guidance and Regulations Volume 6 “Children with Disabilities” Chapter 12.
Private fostering is not arranged or paid for by Bolton Children’s Services.

3.
NOTIFICATION

The 1989 Children Act states:

“It shall be the duty of every Local Authority to satisfy themselves that the welfare of children who are privately fostered in their area is being satisfactorily safeguarded and promoted, and to secure such advice is given to those caring for them as appears to the Authority to be needed”

There has been increasing concern, heightened by the Victoria Climbie Inquiry, that instances of private fostering are not being reported to Childrens Services.

Childrens Services have a responsibility to raise public and professional awareness of the need to notify Childrens Services of private fostering arrangements.

Some children can be particularly vulnerable with open ended private fostering arrangements.  These children often lack security or a sense of identity.

Both the parent and the carer have a duty to notify Bolton Childrens Services of the intention to place the child in private foster care at least six weeks before the arrangement begins.  If it has already begun, we need to know immediately.

Any person who discovers a private fostering arrangement should first check that their own agency has been notified.  If your own agency has not been notified, it is your responsibility to discuss with parents and/or carers, of the need to inform Children’s Services.  Professionals, where possible, should encourage parents/carers to contact Bolton Children’s Services directly.  
If this does not happen then it is the professional’s responsibility to report.  Referrals should be made to Bolton Children’s Services Advice and Assessment Team in the relevant area on the following numbers:

· North East Bolton – telephone
(01204) 337400

· South East Bolton – telephone
(01204) 333555

· West Bolton – telephone

(01204) 337959 






(01204) 337960

4.
ACTION 

Responsible parents often make good arrangements for the care of their children and where this is the case, we will aim to intrude as little as possible whilst safeguarding the child.  

Bolton Children’s Services will put the child’s needs and welfare first and work in partnership with parents and carers to ensure that they are safe, happy and well.  In carrying out an assessment Bolton Children’s services will:- 
· Informed relevant agencies
· Assess the child’s needs and whether the private fostering arrangement is good for the child
· Assess the carer’s suitability, checking and involving other agencies
· Help parents and private foster carers to draw up a support plan for the child.  This will include the child’s emotional, educational, health and cultural needs
· Provide information about other sources of help for the child and the carer
· Provide support to the child and carer and review the situation.  A social worker will visit every six weeks for the first year and then three monthly thereafter.  The case will be reviewed on a minimum 12 monthly basis.  Agencies who deliver a service to the child will be involved in this process.
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