
`






ACPC 20








August 2001

CHILD CONCERN GUIDANCE

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WHO GO MISSING FROM HOME

For more information see Local Government Association Circular Missing From Care 1998.
INTRODUCTION

The ACPC has become increasingly concerned about the number of children and young people in Bolton who go missing from home.  At one end of the continuum this act can be seen as a minor developmental issue which would place the child at Level I on the vulnerability scale and would be dealt with satisfactorily by the Police.  

However, for a small number of children the act of going missing from home may be indicative of a very unhappy home situation and may place the child or young person at serious risk.

In many of the investigations into abuse within children's homes and residential schools it has been found that the children repeatedly ran away from the abuse only to be brought back to the units when found.

In this type of situation it is unusual for the children/young people to raise their concerns with authority figures, ie police and social workers and for that reason a multi-agency response offering a service which is perceived by children and families as more supportive and accessible has been developed.  The Generation Access Project (GAP) are acting as the co-ordinators and providing the central focal point for the project.

AIM OF THE PROJECT
1.
To work within a multi-agency framework with children and young people under 18 who have run away, or gone missing, AND are considered at risk.

2.
To enable children and young people to make informed choices to reduce the risk from abuse, sexual exploitation and criminal activities.

3.
To co-ordinate individual packages of support based on assessed need, which will help to provide children and young people with strategies to exit "risky" lifestyles.

4.
To assist in investigating and prosecuting those who coerce, exploit and abuse children and young people.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES
1.
All agencies must demonstrate commitment to effective inter-agency protocols for all children and young people in need.

2.
Recognition is given to the need to safeguard children and young people who are not able to make informed choices.

3.
To work in a child centred way by treating the child/young person as a person in their own right and not as an object of concern.

4.
Young people will be listened to and their views taken seriously.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Confidentiality would be broken when:

*
The emotional or mental state of the young person is such that it puts their own or third parties lives, safety or wellbeing at risk.

*
A third party is at risk of abuse, eg, a family member.

*
An allegation of misconduct is made against a member of staff, volunteer, or any person in a position of trust.

WHEN TO REFER

As with any aspect of risk for children it is difficult to be prescriptive.  The following list is not comprehensive and is meant to aid professional judgement.  

*
The explanations given for the absence are inconsistent.

*
There are repeated periods of missing from home.

*
There are delays by carers in reporting the event.

*
The child/young person has been missing for more than 24 hours.

*
There are concerns about the person the child/young person is staying with.

· The child/young person becomes involved in risky activities, ie drugs, crime, prostitution.
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If there is any doubt about the risk to a child or young person it is important that the project is contacted for a consultation (see Child Concern Handbook A5).

The project will offer support to children and young people who are Looked After by the Local Authority following consultation with the field social worker.

SERVICES AVAILABLE

*
Information and advice for workers, parents, children and young people.  

*
Telephone contact for children/young people who go missing and their families.

*
Support for all children and young people.

*
Visits to children and young people who are Looked After on their return from missing.

*
Access into existing youth programmes, leisure activities.

*
Counselling for child/young person.

*
Referral to appropriate services.

*
Assistance with Child in Need Meeting.

NB  
The Services at the GAP are provided by qualified youth workers and fully trained counsellors.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION
The project will monitor the extent of the problem and advise agencies of the gaps in service provision through the ACPC.

The project will be evaluated and biannual reports made available through the ACPC.
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