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I.
YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM (YOT)
 
1. YOT Staff (Including Social Workers, Probation Officers, YOT Officers, Education Workers, Health Staff, Police Officers and Support Workers)
a) Any YOT worker who is looking for guidance or advice regarding child protection issues can request a consultation from Children’s Services professionals. The YOT staff must be clear about reason for consultation and make notes during the process. These will then be recorded in the appropriate YOT case records. The YOT worker will also ensure that they receive a written copy of the consultation from the person they sought advice from.
b) Any YOT worker who suspects that a child may be in need of protection must immediately consult with an Operational Manager and make a referral to the appropriate Children’s Services Duty Social Worker in Advice and Assessment or in their absence, the Emergency Duty Team, or the relevant Team Manager.
c) The YOT worker will ensure that this referral is written up within 48 hours of being made by filling in the Common Assessment Framework Form (Multi-agency Referral Form) and sending this to the relevant Children’s Services Team. A copy of this referral will be held at the YOT.  The referral should be acknowledged by the appropriate Children’s Services Team within one working day of receipt.  If an acknowledgement is not received within 3 working days, it is the duty of the referrer to follow this up.
d) It will be appropriate for the YOT Practitioner referring the case to liaise closely with the investigating social worker and provide them with all relevant case information.
e) In certain circumstances, depending upon the YOT workers, experience and expertise, it may be appropriate for the worker to play an active role in the investigation alongside the investigating social worker.

 

2. Young People who commit offences against children
a) YOT Practitioners must notify the Children’s Services in writing of any young person referred to them who receives a Reprimand, Final Warning or conviction for offences against children.
b) The notification will be made to the Child Protection Unit.
c) Where the YOT feels that there is a case for the young person not presenting a risk to children and the circumstances of the offence support this, a report shall be provided to the Head of Service Child Protection who will investigate.
d) The final decision as to de-registration of a person who poses a risk to children will rest with the Head of Service Child Protection.
e) A note of the decision will be kept on the young persons case record held by the YOT.

October 2005

PAGE  
2

