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E.
POLICE

Cases coming to the notice of the Greater Manchester Police.
1. PRINCIPLE

The procedures adopted within the Greater Manchester Police for handling cases of physical and sexual abuse involving children and young person (under the age of 18 years) are based on the principle that the interests of the child or young person are of paramount importance and all cases of this nature should receive immediate attention.

2. GENERAL GUIDANCE

The Headquarters Family Support Unit (VA3/7) co-ordinates the protection of children and victims of domestic violence from abuse for Greater Manchester.
The Divisional Family Support Unit should be informed as soon as possible where a criminal offence has been committed, or is suspected of having been committed against a child, in order that all relevant information can be taken into account, in determining what action should be taken in conjunction with the child’s wishes, Children’s Services, and any other relevant agency.  Consideration should always be given as to whether a prosecution would be in the interests of the child.
Wherever possible the investigation of abuse of children by those who have care, custody, or control them, or where there is child on child sexual abuse, that involves the use of power or control, should be conducted by officers who have received specialist training, and who are preferably from the Divisional Family Support Unit working in accordance to their terms of reference.
Investigations into allegations of stranger sexual abuse will be monitored by the Divisional Family Support Unit.
Children’s Services must be informed of incidents of stranger sexual abuse where an assessment is required to determine the risk to any children in the offender’s family.
3. IMMEDIATE ACTION

The following procedures will be adopted when Police Officers receive an allegation or there is suspicion that a child or young person has been the subject of any form of abuse by a person who has the care, custody or control of them.
· Officers will ensure the immediate safety of the child or young person and any siblings.
· Officers will consult the records held within the Headquarters Family Support Unit (VA3/7) in relation to all the members of the immediate family in order to assess any potential danger to the child or young person.
· The records of the Headquarters Family Support Unit (VA3/7) will also be checked in relation to the alleged offender and the offender’s immediate family in order to assess any potential danger to children in that family.
Officers from the Divisional Family Support Unit or from the Headquarters Family Support Unit are available for advice, if it is unclear as to who has custody, care, or control of a child.

4. PROCEDURES

Preliminary Enquiries:  In cases of suspected physical abuse, emotional abuse or neglect, it will be necessary to make an initial investigation in order to establish whether a person having custody, care or control of the child or young person, has knowingly, or by neglect, inflicted any of the above named categories of abuse.  The matter must be brought to the attention of the Duty Social Worker in the Advice and Assessment Team in the Children’s Services area in which the child normally resides.  In the absence of the Duty Social Worker contact the Team Manager in Advice and Assessment.
Interviewing children:  Children or young persons who have been subjected to any form of abuse by persons who have custody, care or control of them, should not be subjected to repeated interviews by professionals, and any evidential interview (in cases that fit the criteria of Section 16 Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999) with a child or young person, should be conducted by a police officer and the social worker nominated by the Team Manager, Children’s Services, in accordance with ‘Achieving Best Evidence’.  Any such interview should be carried out in surroundings that do not cause the child or young person distress or anxiety and should not be conducted at a police station.
Referral to Children’s Services re sexual abuse:  Where police officers receive an allegation or suspect that a child or young person has been sexually abused by a child or young person who is known to the abused, referral to Children’s Services must be made at the outset.
Medical Examinations:  Where a medical examination is desirable, this should be a joint decision between the investigating police officer and social worker.  Consent of someone with parental responsibility should be sought and the wishes of the child taken into consideration, in accordance with his/her age and developmental maturity.  Any child has the right to refuse a medical examination following a full explanation of the benefits of undertaking such an examination.  In cases of suspected sexual abuse, use should be made of the Police Surgeons who are specially trained in this type of examination.
Referrals for Police Investigation:  All referrals for police investigation should be made in the first instance to the Divisional Family Support Unit, or to the Headquarters Family Support Unit, especially in complex cases.  Outside of office hours, the duty officer at the local Police Station should be contacted.  For telephone numbers, please see Child Concern Handbook, C1, Page 1.
Police Protection Orders:  A Police Constable may take a child into Police Protection where the officer has reasonable cause to believe that the child is suffering significant harm or is likely to suffer significant harm.  It is exercised by Constables either by:-
· Removing the child to suitable accommodation and keeping him/her there; or
· Taking reasonable steps to ensure that the child’s removal from a hospital, or other place, in which he/she is being accommodated, is prevented.

As soon as is reasonably practicable after taking a child into police protection, the constable must ensure that the case is inquired into by an officer who has been designated for this purpose.

All inspectors within the Greater Manchester Police have been designated for this purpose.

These powers should only be used when necessary, the principle being that wherever possible the decision to remove a child from a parent or carer should be made by a court.
Domestic Violence:  Officers attending domestic violence incidents should always be aware of the emotional effect that domestic violence can have on children in the family, and undertake the appropriate enquiries to ascertain if children are in the home.  The Divisional Domestic Violence Officer should always be informed of domestic violence incidents, especially where there are children residing in the household.

Child Prostitution:  Children and young people who become involved in prostitution must be treated as a child likely to suffer significant harm, and as such will be viewed as victims.  Similarly, those individuals who exploit such children should be regarded as child abusers.  Chief Constables Order 98/50 should be referred to in conjunction with the LSCB 7, ‘Children at Risk of Sexual Exploitation’.
Child Pornography on the Internet:  All incidents of child pornography on the internet should be made to the local Family Support Unit who will inform the Abusive Images Unit.
5. INVITATIONS TO CASE CONFERENCES

All invitations to case conferences must be made to the Chief Inspector at the Headquarters Family Support Unit (VA3/7), who will arrange representation at the conference.
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